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DIVISION OF LABORATORY SYSTEMS

Fundamentals of Laboratory Safety
Incident or Near Miss Scenario

An animal care technician was injecting a non-human primate. After injection, the needle
became separated from the syringe and remained stuck in the animal’s skin.

The technician removed the needle from the animal then attempted to reconnect the syringe
to the needle to discard the needle and the syringe simultaneously into the sharps disposal
container.

The needle stuck the individual’s finger.

Would this be considered an incident or a hear miss?
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