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Introduction to Laboratory Informatics: Life of a Specimen 

Communicating Results 
 

The post-analytic phase consists of communicating the testing results and the storage or 
disposal of the specimen. During the first step, LIMS reports must be prepared and completed 
prior to communicating results. Afterwards, results are communicated based on how they are 
being used. 
 
The last step in the post-analytic phase is the storage or disposal of the specimen. The 
laboratory will review laboratory policies to decide whether the specimen will be put into 
storage or be disposed of.  
 
Regardless of the outcome of this decision, the laboratory must follow the proper procedures 
to ensure specimen integrity, patient and data confidentiality, and laboratory safety. 
 
Link to video job aid Introduction to Laboratory Informatics: Life of a Specimen – 
Communicating Results | OneLab REACH (cdc.gov) 

https://reach.cdc.gov/jobaid/introduction-laboratory-informatics-life-specimen-communicating-results
https://reach.cdc.gov/jobaid/introduction-laboratory-informatics-life-specimen-communicating-results

