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Gram Negative Organism ID Glossary 
 
 
Aerobic - a condition in which microorganisms grow with oxygen. 
Anaerobic - a condition in which microorganisms grow without oxygen. 
Bipolar Staining - looks like a closed safety pin; ends stain darker than the center.  
BT (Bioterrorism) - the deliberate release of viruses, bacteria, or other germs (agents) used to cause 
illness or death in people, animals, or plants.  
Biothreat Agents - agents used to cause illness or death in people, animals, or plants. Biothreat agents 
can be spread through the air, through water, or in food.  
Enteric - relating to the normal microorganisms in the gastrointestinal tract.  
Enteric Pathogens - microorganisms in the gastrointestinal tract that cause disease. 
Facultative anaerobe - Grow equally well aerobically and anaerobically. 
LRN (Laboratory Response Network) - The LRN is a national network of local, state, and federal public 
health, food testing, veterinary diagnostic, and environmental testing laboratories that provide the 
laboratory infrastructure and capacity to respond to biological and chemical terrorism, and other public 
health emergencies. 
Normal Flora - microorganisms that normally live in various areas of the human body.  
Select Agents - are a subset of biological agents that the Departments of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) and Agriculture (USDA) have determined to have the potential to pose a severe threat to public 
health and safety, to animal or plant health, or to animal or plant products.  
Spindle - a bacterial colony type resembling a rounded rod. 
Swarming - a large number of animate or inanimate objects massed together and usually in motion. 
Colonies spread out from a central site and cover the agar plate.  
Tier 1 Select Agent - a subset of select agents and toxins have been designated as Tier 1 because these 
biological agents and toxins present the greatest risk of deliberate misuse with significant potential for 
mass casualties or devastating effect to the economy, critical infrastructure, or public confidence, and 
pose a severe threat to public health and safety. 
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