
 

This job aid is a component of the free, on-demand CDC training course “Biochemicals and Gram Positive Organism Identification.” Find the course at 
https://www.cdc.gov/labtraining. 

 

 
 
 
Basic Bacterial ID from Gram Positive Stain 

 
 

Gram Positive Stain 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rods Cocci 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Large Small Clusters Chains 

 
 
 
 
 

Bacillus spp. 

Clostridium spp. 

Lactobacillus spp. 

Eubacterium spp. 

Nocardia spp. 

Actinomyces spp. 

 

Listeria spp. 

Corynebacterium spp. 

Erysipelothrix spp. 

Propionibacterium spp. 

 
 

Staphylococcus spp. 

Micrococcus spp. 

Stomatococcus spp. 

 
 

Streptococcus spp. 

Enterococcus spp. 

Peptostrep
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